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Thomas Jefferson had a distinctive understanding of the Christian faith; a “spin” so unique, he 
decided to write his own bible. Lacking word processor software, Jefferson, nonetheless, achieved 
his task by, literally, cutting and pasting. Using a razor, he cut out the parts of scripture with which 
he did not agree, and pasted together the remaining portions. A fully printed edition of the Jefferson 
Bible was completed in 1819.

In 1904, the United States Congress published a special reproduction of the Jefferson Bible. That 
same year every new member of Congress received a Jefferson Bible; a practice that continued into 
the 1950’s.

Jefferson excluded from his bible all miracles, most allusions to anything supernatural, and the 
resurrection. As a result, all that remained in the text were the moral teachings of Jesus. The closing 
words of his gospel accounts, read: 

“ There laid they Jesus and rolled 
a great stone at the mouth of the 
sepulcher and departed.”

Instead of a risen Savior, the Jefferson Bible offers you a dead philosopher. Remove the resurrection 
and you have no Gospel. Leave Jesus lying in a tomb and there is no Good News. If Jesus is still lying 
in a tomb, then all who have ever professed faith in Christ are dead in their trespasses and sin. If 
there is no resurrection, then there is no hope beyond this life. If there is no resurrection, then our 
faith is in vain.

Easter Sunday is but a seasonal reminder of what should be passionately and intentionally celebrated 
every Sunday; that we serve a resurrected Savior. The first disciples did not believe in the resurrection 
because they could not find his dead body; they believed because they found a living Christ. The 
gospel does not explain the resurrection; the resurrection explains the Gospel.

I pray that Easter might be a time of renewal for many; a fresh start for the church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to prove out the resurrection.

As appalled as some might be by the actions of Jefferson, in writing a bible of his own liking, it is no 
less done by countless numbers of professing believers, who have eliminated the resurrection life 
from their daily existence. It’s by our presence with the saints, our perseverance in the trials of life, 
and our practice of the Lordship of Christ in every facet of life that the resurrection is proved out to 
a watching and wondering world.
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Genesis 2:15 has some intersting gramatical implications. It reads, “The Lord God took the man (Adam) and put him 
in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.”

The Hebrew word for “work” is “abad” and it is often translated as “service.” Therefore, John Mark Comer argues that 
it’s easy to jump to the conclusion that work is an act of service, and this service is made unto God and everyone made 
in His image.1

BUT, “abad” is also the exact same word used throughout the Old Testament for “worship.” Therefore, Comer 
continues that it’s an even easier jump to say that “work and worship are NOT two separate ideas, rather, they are two 
translations of the same word, which makes them interconnected.”

Sadly, far too often, we think of worship as a few songs sung with our church family on a Sunday morning. While that 
act is most certainly worship, it is NOT all there is, it is not the full spectrum of worship. You see, in a Genesis-shaped 
worldview all of life is worship. So, what does “all of life is worship” include? Here’s an alphabetized list:

-Giving Advice
-Baking
-Calibrating your digital scale (because it always seems to 
show things as heavier than they really are)
-Drinking water (instead of stuff that’s not good for you)
-Elevating others over yourself
-Forgiving others who have wronged you
-Giving your time, talent and treasures in and through 
your local church
-Play Hide and seek
-Imparting godly wisdom
-Repairing floor Joists
-Cooking Kabobs
-Drinking Loose-leaf tea (because we certainly don’t want 
tight-leaf tea)
-Meditating on scripture
-Calling someone by their Name
-Turning Off the tv to spend time with your loved ones 
(unless there’s a ballgame on)
-Praying to God, moment by moment, about everything

-Asking really good Questions (because the idea that 
there are no bad questions is preposterous) 
-Raking the leaves (NOT raking someone over the coals)
-Searching for ways to shower others with kindness and 
encouragement
-Taking out the trash 
-Unbarring an “entrance” that would hinder ANYONE 
from coming to Christ
-Taking a Vacation (without putting amazing pictures on 
Facebook of all your incredible fun because that would 
cause others to “stumble”)  
-Wading in a river or stream (this is an act that is very 
difficult to do near Lubbock…I strongly advise that if you 
plan to do this that you go on a pilgrimage, either north 
and west, or south and east, unless, of course, if it rains—
you can just go out in the street)
-Xeriscaping
-Yodeling
-Using Zipties to clean up messy cords behind your A/V 
system at home (for cleanliness is next to godliness).

Tim Keller says that “work is rearranging the raw material of God’s creation in such a way that it helps the world in 
general, and people in particular, thrive and flourish.”2 And, given that work and worship are so closely connected 
(from the same Hebrew word), again I say, work can (and should) be a form of worship. As the Apostle Paul said, 
“Whatever you do, give it your very best, as if you were working for the Master and not for human beings” (Colossians 
3.23). It’s an easy jump, then, to conclude whatever we choose to do as a vocation, or as needed/necessary chores 
for ourselves, and anything and everything out love and concern for others. As Peterson describes it in The Message: 
“God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—
and place it before God as an offering” (Romans 12.1-2). 

It’s not a big jump, it’s an easy jump actually, to see all of our lives, everything we do, think and say, as worship to 
Almighty God. The difficult part is actually making all that worship something we are proud of Him receiving as our 
worship—to Him, for what He’s done, for what He’s doing, and for what He will do—in us and through us, for the rest 
of eternity! THAT’s a big (but gloriously adventurous jump)! Let’s jump together…every day, all day!
1 John Mark Comer, Garden City: Work, Rest and the Art of Being Human, pp 56-60.
2 Tim Keller, Every Good Endeavor: Connecting Your Work to God’s Work, p59.
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Last week we took a group of college students to New 
Orleans, Louisiana to assist a church there. Last October 
they were hit with a hurricane and a tornado leaving parts 
of their building unusable. We helped them get to a place 
where they can begin to use those buildings again, but 
more importantly, we were able to model a cooperation 
within the Body of Christ where one local body helps 
another. As I reflected on this truth, I was filled with one 
emotion, gratitude. 

Each night we would gather in a small room above the 
gym. No fancy lights. No sound system. Acoustically, the 
room was objectively poor. And yet, we had some of the 
most powerful worship moments I’ve ever experienced. 
One song in particular was sung more than the others 
and its truth is significant. “Gratitude” is a new song by 
Brandon Lake. In the song, the writer laments that his 
praise and adoration is unworthy of the God who receives 
it, yet knowing it’s the only thing available to him, he 
continues to worship. 

So I throw up my hands
And praise You again and again
‘Cause all that I have is a hallelujah
Hallelujah
And I know it’s not much
But I’ve nothing else fit for a King
Except for a heart singing hallelujah

This sentiment seems an easy one for us to appreciate. 
Knowing our praises fall short of the God we serve while 
believing God has called us to continue offering them is a 
sweet dichotomy. What really blows me away is that God 
not only accepts our praise but Scripture tells us that he 
even inhabits our praise. 

Sometimes gratitude may be easier to embody. Last 
week it was easy for me. Raw worship, service benefiting 
others, watching the Church cooperate well together 
all contribute to a real sense of thankfulness. But next 
week it may not be so easy. It may be harder if you find 
yourself in financial distress to tell God how grateful you 
are. It may be difficult when dealing with familial crises 
to thank God for his goodness. But it would benefit us all 
if we could embrace an attitude of gratitude in whatever 
circumstances. After all, we are expressing gratitude for 
the character of God, not our situation in life—and that 
will never change. 

evan henson
associate pastor for 

student ministries
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• St. Benedicts Soup Kitchen – Fridays

• Fiesta Domingo Soup Kitchen – Sunday soup 
kitchen where our church serves monthly.

• Supporting the work of Lubbock Impact and 
working in the Soup Kitchen during the summer 
months.

• Kid’s Hope USA – Mentoring Program

• Grace Campus – homeless ministry

• Word of Hope - prison ministry

• Food Vouchers

• Weekend Snack Bag Ministry – Providing 
weekend snack bags for food insecure 
children.

• Serve Lbk – A non-profit supported by First 
Lubbock.

first lubbock has several mission opportunities happening all the time!

Lion’s Club and Texas Park and Wildlife Kid Fish at Maxey Park 

First Responders Family Fishing Event 

Dupre Elementary Family Event

April 23 – 7:00 AM – 1:00 PM: We will be enlisting volunteers to help cook and serve hotdogs out of our mobile 
kitchen; be watching for volunteer times. 

April 23 – 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM: South Plains First Responders, Texas Park and Wildlife and First Lubbock will be sponsoring 
a family fishing event at Maxey Park.  We will be serving sausage wraps to those in attendance. 

Since 2008, First Lubbock has closely partnered with Dupre Elementary. We have served as mentors, held Easter and 
Fall events, fed the staff, held Good News Clubs, and sponsored the 5th grade banquet. At the end of this school year, 
Dupre Elementary will close its doors, and on May 17 from 5:30 - 7:00PM First Lubbock will partner with Dupre one 
final time as we serve food to the families and students in attendance that we have invested in for nearly 14 years.
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Lately, I feel like all I hear through advertisements is 
where to invest:

“Be sure to contribute to an IRA.”

“Diversify your portfolio with precious metals!”

“BUY CRYPTO!!”

Now it could be that I’m hearing more of these ads as a 
result of targeted advertising based on my demographics, 
but it may also be the case that I am listening more 
carefully as I have become more serious about investing.  
Just as I have become more conscious about investing in 
a fiscal sense I have also been reviewing the ventures in 
my life.  What is truly worth the buy-in of my God-given 
resources?  Which thing offers the greatest dividends?  
And the greatest question: how do I spend my most 
precious asset, time?

One truth I’ve kept coming back to through all of this 
is the critical nature of time spent in relationships.  A 
relationship without a regular contribution of time simply 
will not grow. I believe one of Zig Ziglar’s most popular 
quotes captures this concept well: “love is spelled T-I-
M-E.” On numerous occasions scripture gives examples 
of the correlation between time spent and the depth of a 
relationship.  The Gospels recount Jesus’ desire for time 
with his disciples, the importance he placed on meals 
with people in their homes, and his willingness to spend 
time with outcasts.  Another good example of time and 
relationship is told by the Apostle Paul himself writing 
to the Christ-followers in Thessalonica.  In his heartfelt 

letters, Paul expresses numerous times his love and desire 
to be with these brothers and sisters in faith.  He recalls 
his time spent with them in this way: “…We loved you 
so much, we were delighted to share with you not only 
the gospel of God but our lives as well” (1 Thess. 2:8).  
Notice his joy is found in both sharing the gospel, but also 
his very life.  In other words, he found exceeding joy in 
spending time with these people!  His investment of time 
spent in relationship with them really paid out!  

Investing, simply by definition, is costly though.  It can 
be hard to make a change in a budget, to cut spending 
in other areas, and to even identify the need to invest 
at all!  We as a church acknowledge the challenge and 
aim to help you in this. We have offered a unique way 
for spouses to stay connected through consistent and 
intentional time together in our Date Challenge.  We’ve 
had over 60 couples accept this challenge and I believe 
have seen benefits in their marriages.  I encourage the 
men of our church to consider two other great upcoming 
events: our second annual Cornhole Tournament and our 
Dad-Kid Campout.  These events are meant to deepen 
and strengthen relationships. Consider being a part of 
these and other upcoming events!

Justin Hamby
associate pastor for 

young adults & families
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june 6-10

registration begins april 1st

open to all kids who have completed
kindergarten through 5th grade

firstlubbock.org/kids
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Every story about Jesus in the Gospels is stirring. My 
heart is captured every time I read about the way He 
loved and cared for people.

How many stories are there about His miracles? How 
about the one where He’s sitting in a room packed 
shoulder to shoulder with people eagerly listening 
to Him teach, when all of a sudden a crippled man is 
lowered through a hole in the roof. The man asks to be 
healed, and Jesus says, “Your sins are forgiven!” The 
religious leaders are dumbfounded because, well, WHO 
DOES THAT?! And then, Jesus heals the man so he can 
walk…

And His disciples. Well, there’s the story of how His 
followers, immediately after Jesus feeds 5,000 men and 
their families with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish, they’re 
on a boat headed to their next destination and a storm 
comes out of nowhere and scares all of them to their 
core. So, Jesus, who stayed behind to pray, walks on the 
water to meet them in their terror. WHO DOES THAT?! 
And then He told the wind to calm down, and it did.

And then there’s the story of how He, being all knowing 
and all powerful, allowed Himself to be arrested, 
beaten, and brutally murdered… WHO DOES THAT?! 
And then HE was raised from the grave so that we too 
could experience resurrection, a new life by the power 
of His Spirit.

WHO DOES THAT?!

The Lord of Lords does that. The King of kings does that. 
Jesus Christ, the Savior of the whole world does that.



I recently came across an old 1975 movie called Hard 
Times that stars Charles Bronson & James Colburn.  It’s 
about an aging drifter moving around the country during 
the great depression looking for bare knuckle fights 
to make ends meet. This is one of my favorite Bronson 
movies and I have seen it dozens of times. Even though 
this movie has been around for nearly 50 years, I still 
must give you a spoiler alert.

Hard Times begins with Bronson coming to town looking 
to make $5,000. In order to do this he teams up with 
James Colburn, and they make a deal to set up fights and 
split the winnings between themselves.  Along the way, 
Colburn and Bronson meet a colorful cast of characters 
that includes Jill Ireland, Strother Martin, and an endearing 
stray cat. Eventually Bronson makes his $5,000, but all of 
that is threatened when Colburn gets involved with the 
wrong crowd, gambles his winnings away, and is unable 
to repay his debts to a gang of local mobsters. 

In the end, the mobsters capture Colburn and threaten to 
kill him if Bronson doesn’t have one more fight, this time 
against a professional prize fighter they have brought in 
from Chicago. Bronson could have easily walked away 
from this challenge. After all, he already made the money 
he set out to make. But, you guessed it, he does the right 
thing, shows up for the fight, risks all his winnings for his 
partner, and most importantly, he wins! With the win, not 
only does Bronson double his prize money, but he also 
fully pays off Colburn’s debts.

As Bronson prepares to set off on his own, he hands 
Strother Martin and Colburn a handsome portion of his 
winnings. To Strother he says, “You take care of the cat.” 

And to Colburn he says, “You take care of him.” And he 
rides off into the sunset with $5,000.

Something stood out to me as I watched this movie that 
I have never picked up on before. Bronson had a plan, he 
was focused on that plan and pursued it with everything 
he had. After accomplishing his goal, he risked it all to 
help out a fellow human being. Not a friend, not a family 
member, but an associate who needed help.

Some of us may be in somewhat difficult times, but I 
believe we all have a plan. And sometimes when the plan 
is interrupted we have the opportunity to step up and 
help those around us. I have the privilege of seeing this 
played out on a regular basis in our church. Our members 
know what they need to survive and are working hard 
toward that goal. They take care of those around them 
and when needed, give or do a little more to help their 
fellow human being.

All this to say, “THANK YOU!”

Thank you for having a plan and working that plan toward 
a goal. Thank you for tithing, for giving, for serving and for 
stepping up. And thank you for the opportunity to do all 
of this beside you.

dean johnson 
business administrator
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I don’t know about you but I am a planner and an organizer.  
I like to know “who,” “what,” “when,” and “where” as far in 
advance as possible.  I am a firm believer that everything 
has a place and should be returned to its designated spot 
when not in use.  I live by the 2-year rule, which is if you 
haven’t used it, worn it, or picked it up in 2 years then it is 
fair game to be thrown out or sent to Goodwill.  When life 
looks neat and tidy, I take a deep breath and feel like I can 
relax.  So, you will not be surprised to know that change 
can be hard for me.  Predictability, routine, and organization 
bring a sense of accomplishment and a feeling that all is 
well.

During the month of March in the Kids Ministry we studied 
obeying God no matter the circumstance.  That’s right - no 
matter the circumstance!  One of my favorite studies has 
been the story of Noah and the ark.  Noah is called by God 
to build an ark even though there had been no record of 
rain, much less a flood.  God gave Noah specific instructions 
on how to build the ark.  It was to be three hundred cubits 
long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. That’s 550 feet 
long, 91 feet wide and 55 feet high to you and me. This was 
no small feat!  And can you imagine the thoughts that might 
have raced through Noah’s mind and the comments from 
others that he was subjected to.  Noah obeyed God, even 
when it did not seem to make sense and it took Noah far out 
of his comfort zone.

Feeling safe, stable and secure is fundamental to our well-
being.  When God’s plans don’t fit into our routine, alter our 
agenda, and leave us confused we can rest in the fact that 
Creator of the universe knows exactly what He is doing.  We 
have been created by God and He knows our needs.  He tells 
us in Isaiah 55:8-9  

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

    neither are your ways my ways,”

        declares the Lord.

“As the heavens are higher than the earth,

    so are my ways higher than your ways

    and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

As we go through life, we will quickly learn that change 
is inevitable.  Plans can often get changed, altered or 
completely shut down.  Our response as Christians is so 
important to the world around us.  We need to recognize 
that God is always at work. It is up to us to take the time to 
look and listen to what He is doing as we walk through these 
changes.  Instead of meeting these changes with frustration, 
how about seeing these situations through God’s eyes? It 
will challenge us to strengthen our relationship with Him by 
being intentional in our prayer life, committing to reading His 
Word and being sensitive to His presence. Let’s surrender 
our plans, our fears, and anxieties to Him, trusting that He 
will do what He said He would do and that His ways are 
perfect.  

teresa porter
children’s  ministry

coordinator
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CAPROCK CANYON

MAY 13 & 14
SAVE THE DATE!
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FIRST  LUBBOCK  AT

 JULY 24  |  FREE ADMISSION & FOOD

INVITE A FRIEND!

First Lubbock Kids
First Lubbock Preteens

@FirstLubbock_Kids
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The earliest games I remember playing were “Hide and 
Seek,” “The Quiet Game,” and “Knock Knock.”  These 
were from my earliest years and most of them yield fond 
memories. I am sure I was taught to play the Silent Game 
solely to keep me quiet for a while. During VBS and Sunday 
School as a child I learned to play “Red Rover, Red Rover,” 
“Duck Duck Goose,” and “Ring Around the Rosie.”  These 
were group participation games and were used to help us 
burn some energy and cooperate with others. In Junior 
High I began playing organized sports and continued 
through High School. I somewhat enjoyed most of these 
sports. Track was my least favorite because, other than 
the relays, every competition was individuals attempting 
to win against all of the others in the race. There was no 
one to lean on as in team sports. 

One afternoon as a 14 year-old my Dad and I were 
walking to the barn to do the evening chores. As a result 
of my short experience at running track, I told him that I 
was actually a pretty fast runner. It was about 150 yards 
to the barn and he suggested I take off running and he 
would see how fast I really was.  About half way there 
he passed me and beat me handily. When I got to the 
barn I asked him, “When did you learn to run so fast”? 
His simple answer was, “I have always known how, I just 
never needed to until now.”  I had never even seen my 
Dad run before that day, but obviously he had learned to 

compete as a youngster just as I had! We both enjoyed 
telling that story for a long time. It is a memory that 
comes back often when I read 1 Corinthians 9:24, “Do you 
not know that those who run in a race all run, but only 
one receives the prize?  Run in such a way that you may 
win.” It is a challenge from the Apostle Paul to encourage 
the Christians to give their best in every area of ministry. 

Hebrews 12:1 says, “Therefore, since we have so great a 
cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside 
every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles 
us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us.”  As servants of Christ the race is on! I enjoy knowing 
that the great “cloud of witnesses” is surrounding me and 
encouraging me on in my race for the cause for Christ. I 
am blessed beyond comprehension by the Lord and it is 
my joy to praise and worship Him all of the time.  Serving 
among all of our senior saints has brought me so much 
joy and happiness. May His love lift you and give you joy 
unspeakable and full of glory!

tim thornton
Associate Pastor for 

50+ Adults & Pastoral care

April, may, june, july 2022| 17



3 168 TRAINING
10 168 TRAINING
13 PRIME TIME CHOIR TO    
 WILSHIRE PLACE
15 GOOD FRIDAY
17 EASTER SUNDAY
19 50+ GAME DAY
20 DATE CHALLENGE BANQUET
23 50+ DUTCH OVER BREAKFAST

23 KID FISH
 FAMILY FISH
24 FAMILY DEDICATION
 168 TRAINING
27 KIDS IN WORSHIP SHOWCASE
28 LAST MOSAIC
29 KIDS NIGHT OUT
30 MEN’S CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT

1 COMMUNION IN LOWRIE HALL
 168 TRAINING
4 DEAD DAY COLLEGE PANCAKES
8 MOTHER’S DAY
13 DAD-KID CAMPOUT
15 SENIOR SUNDAY
 168 TRAINING

17 50+ GAME DAY
19 DUPRE 5TH GRADE BANQUET
22 FAMILY NIGHT @ HOLLY HOP
 168 TRAINING
25 50+ BOWLING
30 OFFICES CLOSED

2 SUMMER MOSAIC BEGINS
6 COOL KIDS CAMP
8 LUBBOCK IMPACT BEGINS
12 168 MISSION TRIP

19 FATHER’S DAY
21 50+ GAME DAY
26 SUNDAY NIGHT DIVE BEGINS
27 PRETEEN CAMP

3 BIBLE STUDIES AT 9:30
 ONE WORSHIP AT 11:00
4 OFFICES CLOSED
6 FAMILY NIGHT IN THE PARK
11 YOUTH CAMP
17 THE LISTENING ROOM

19 50+ GAME DAY 
20 FAMILY SERVE DAY
 FAMILY NIGHT IN THE PARK
24 FIRST LUBBOCK AT TEXAS WATER  
 RAMPAGE

APRIL

MAY

LOOKING AHEAD

JUNE

JULY



Randy Butler
Rondalyn Butler
Sharalee Eckert

Wade Eckert
Amy Popejoy

Ruston Popejoy
Christy Rollins

David Rollins
Luke Stilley

Kaleigh Stilley
Bailey Thompson

Judy Tiner
Carolyn White
Clinton White

Joined by Baptism or Profession of Faith

Atticus Adams
Lauren Berry

Jack Keltz
Thomas Keltz

Olivia Lopez
Kaden Peterson
Ryker Wilkens

Joined by Letter or Statement of Faith

WELCOME OUR NEW 
MEMBERS JOINING IN: 

JANUARY, FEBRUARY, & MARCH Budget  •  as of March 20
Budget Required YTD

$4,514,893.63
Budget Received YTD

$4,744,134.47
Global Impact Missions Goal

$182,450.00
Global Impact Missions Received YTD

$165,270.05
Landmark 2005 Received YTD

$79,965.50
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Connect Magazine
August, September, october, November 2020

Are you wanting to become 
a follower of christ?

Do you want to learn more 
about becoming a part of 
our church family?

Do you have a prayer 
request?

Do you need someone to 
talk to?

text: flrespond
to 833-571-3475

We’d love to talk to 
you today!


